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Grateful for a Gift to 'Any Soldier' 

It was Christmas of 1990, and I was a soldier deployed to Saudi Arabia and 
less than a month away from the start of the first Persian Gulf War. Back 
home, my father was unemployed, and my mother would die three months later 
of cancer.

But I didn't know about their turmoil because when I arrived in October, the 
mail from home simply stopped. Other soldiers got letters and packages from 
anyone and everyone while I just got bills. What was going on? When I sent 
letters home, they went unanswered. I expected to spend a depressing 
Christmas day, watching everyone else get mail.

Then a 40-foot truck arrived, filled 
with packages. A soldier dressed as 
Santa Claus brought them around to 
everyone, including me. The 
packages were addressed to "Any 
Soldier" and were from people all 
over the United States who took the 
time to pay attention to a lonely 
soldier like me.

Because of them, it was one of the 

 

 
Print Edition | Subscribe 

Grateful for a Gift to 'Any Soldier' - washingtonpost.com

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/12/13/AR2006121302114.html (1 of 3) [12/14/2006 7:22:14 AM]

SEARCH: washingtonpost.
com

Web | Search 
Archives      

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/34bb/0/0/%2a/a;62923539;0-0;1;7499330;255-0/0;19394527/19412421/1;;~aopt=2/1/1c007c/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.washingtontheatretixcertificates.org/
http://www.shoplocal.com/washingtonpost/new_user_entry.aspx?nav=topnav&CityStateZip=20037
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/metro/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/12/13/AR2006121302114_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/emailafriend?contentId=AR2006121302114&sent=no
http://www.partner2profit.com/clicks/redir.cfm?campaign_id=29730&rand=1169909&clicktrk=http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/34bb/3/0/%2a/t%3B58418737%3B0-0%3B1%3B7499330%3B255-0/0%3B19110546/19128441/1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/1c007c/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3f
http://www.partner2profit.com/clicks/redir.cfm?campaign_id=29730&rand=1169909&clicktrk=http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/34bb/3/0/%2a/t%3B58418737%3B0-0%3B1%3B7499330%3B255-0/0%3B19110546/19128441/1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/1c007c/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3f
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/34bb/0/0/%2a/f;62633731;0-0;0;15091826;16546-336/45;19118844/19136739/1;;~aopt=0/ff/1c007c/ff;~fdr=62838997;0-0;1;7499330;16546-336/45;19369533/19387427/1;;~aopt=2/1/1c007c/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.circuitcity.com/ccd/home.do?Key=344120
http://ads.pointroll.com/PRServe/ServeClick.dll?iid=8A8BFAA7-51B9-4B3B-B5CB-AAAE6A4EE9DF&redir=http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/34bb/3/0/*/s%3B52667738%3B0-0%3B1%3B7499330%3B255-0/0%3B19351266/19369160/1%3B%3B~aopt=2/1/1c007c/0%3B~sscs=%3Fhttp://www.vhcair2trial.com/
http://ads.pointroll.com/PRServe/ServeClick.dll?iid=8A8BFAA7-51B9-4B3B-B5CB-AAAE6A4EE9DF&redir=http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/34bb/3/0/*/s%3B52667738%3B0-0%3B1%3B7499330%3B255-0/0%3B19351266/19369160/1%3B%3B~aopt=2/1/1c007c/0%3B~sscs=%3Fhttp://www.vhcair2trial.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/?nav=globaltop
http://subscribe.washpost.com/contactus.nsf/frmsubscribezip?openform&code=wc
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/print/?nav=globetop
http://subscribe.washpost.com/contactus.nsf/frmsubscribezip?openform&code=wc
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/34bb/0/0/%2a/s;57860143;2-0;1;4323352;255-0/0;19051233/19069128/1;;~aopt=2/1/1c0064/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/advertisers/yourlifeingreen/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/politics/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/opinions/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/sports/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/liveonline/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/photo/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/cityguide/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/admin/classifieds/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/home?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/cars/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/realestate/?nav=globetop


Grateful for a Gift to 'Any Soldier' - washingtonpost.com

 

 
 

In 1990, Linda Adams needed cheering up. 
(Courtesy Linda Adams - Courtesy Linda Adams) 
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best Christmases I've had.

-- Linda Adams, Arlington

· For more information about how to 
send packages to service members in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, visithttp://www.
AnySoldier.com.
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