Dale Huffman: Supporting our troops ‘takes so little’
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Dale Huffman: Supporting our troops
'takes so little'

Brookville couple's Operation Show Our Love has shipped useful items
and letters to 285 units in eight countries since December 2004.

By Dale Huffman

Staff Writer

Cindy and Chris St. John say that when you walk into their Brookville home, it is like

entering a military museum.

The St. Johns have flags and memorabilia from front-line American troops in Iraq and

Afghanistan on the walls in the entrance hallway.

Latest headlines And the lower level of the St. John home is a mailing and

» CordEs sl e shipping area for the home-grown project they call

flagged forinterfering iperation Show Our Love.
Ohio State women
clamp down on Cornell

Cindy, 48, and Chris 45, have been married for 12 years,
Why the Browns will B ) )
beat the Bengals have no children, and no relatives on active duty, but have

Why the Bengals will "adopted" hundreds of members of the American military
beat the Browns

o lees) EE YR e serving in several countries.

regional meet
"It is especially important during the holiday season that

Most popular those in the military hear from us back home and know that
1. Bionic deer filled with
holiday cheer we care,"” Cindy said. "It takes so little to just let them know

2. Blue Moon restaurant  \ve appreciate the service they are doing to protect our

http://www.

2006/11/25/ddn11 i htmi (1 of 3) [11/26/2006 3:46:55 AM]

Jayton s~
2] T
e

S re— <O

O
Jop Jobs

ELECTRICAL/COMPUTER/SYSTEM ENGINEERS

. SYSTRAN FEDERAL CORP.
. View job

RN

. FRIENDLY NURSING HOME
. View job

ACCOUNTING/HR

. NOT LISTED
. View job

Executive Chef

. THE GOLF CLUB AT YANKEE TRACE
. View job

SALES

« NOT LISTED
. View job

Property Management/Maintenance

« AMHURST APARTMENTS
. View job

RESIDENT MANAGER

. NOT LISTED
. View job

Wastewater Treatment Operator

. CROWN SOLUTIONS
. View job

REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

. OTTERBEIN HOMES
. View job

DIRECT CARE PROFESSIONAL

. COMMUNITY CONCEPTS, INC.
. View job

VIEW ALL TOP JOBS



http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/34a9/0/0/%2a/z;44306;0-0;0;13965013;1190-180/60;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
https://www.securechatter.com/subscription/DDNsubscription.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/c/content/service/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/n/content/oh/index/news/weather/index.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/n/content/oh/index/news/weather/index.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/n/content/oh/index/news/weather/index.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/n/content/oh/index/news/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/s/content/oh/index/sports/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/e/content/oh/index/entertainment/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/l/content/oh/index/living/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/index/opinions/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/p/content/gen/sharedoh/photos_photos/www.daytondailynews.com/
https://customerservice.coxohio.com/index.php?pub=ddn
http://jobmarket.coxohio.com/
http://wheels.daytondailynews.com/
http://realestate.daytondailynews.com/
http://ddnclassifieds.com/nc/ddn/home.jsp
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/index/opinions/blogs/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/index/opinions/message-boards/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/index/opinions/columns/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/index/opinions/mike-peters/cartoons/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/opinion/peters/openmike/
http://www.ddnclassifieds.com/
http://wheels.daytondailynews.com/
http://realestate.daytondailynews.com/
http://jobmarket.coxohio.com/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/shopping
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/story/sports/college/osu/2006/11/26/ddn112606audible.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/story/sports/college/osu/2006/11/26/ddn112606audible.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/story/sports/college/osu/2006/11/26/ddn112606osuwbb.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/story/sports/college/osu/2006/11/26/ddn112606osuwbb.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/story/sports/pro/bengals/2006/11/26/ddn112606broreasons.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/story/sports/pro/bengals/2006/11/26/ddn112606broreasons.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/story/sports/pro/bengals/2006/11/26/ddn112606benreasons.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/story/sports/pro/bengals/2006/11/26/ddn112606benreasons.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/story/sports/high-schools/2006/11/26/ddn112606hsrun.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/o/content/oh/story/sports/high-schools/2006/11/26/ddn112606hsrun.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/n/content/oh/story/news/local/2006/11/24/sns112506roboticdeer.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/n/content/oh/story/news/local/2006/11/24/sns112506roboticdeer.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/n/content/oh/story/news/local/2006/11/25/ddn112506bluemoonweb.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/34a9/0/0/%2a/o;43703151;0-0;0;13965013;11670-728/1;17876892/17894787/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.marketplacelocal.com/portalweb/portal.aspx?groupid=409&pagename=browse&advertiserid=10825&channelid=67
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/34a9/3/0/%2a/b%3B58167575%3B0-0%3B0%3B13965013%3B12065-336/1%3B19069918/19087813/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.bellaziosalondayspa.com/
http://jobmarket.coxohio.com/
http://ddnclassifieds.com/nc/top/topclassifieds.jsp?tj=1&tjmax=9999
http://jobmarket2.coxohio.com/jm/topjob.jsp?ad=105810
http://jobmarket2.coxohio.com/jm/topjob.jsp?ad=103150
http://jobmarket2.coxohio.com/jm/topjob.jsp?ad=105805
http://jobmarket2.coxohio.com/jm/topjob.jsp?ad=103523
http://jobmarket2.coxohio.com/jm/topjob.jsp?ad=104781
http://jobmarket2.coxohio.com/jm/topjob.jsp?ad=106144
http://jobmarket2.coxohio.com/jm/topjob.jsp?ad=106139
http://jobmarket2.coxohio.com/jm/topjob.jsp?ad=104224
http://jobmarket2.coxohio.com/jm/topjob.jsp?ad=104221
http://jobmarket2.coxohio.com/jm/topjob.jsp?ad=104806

Dale Huffman: Supporting our troops 'takes so little’

http://www.daytor

o/

v

pi

in Oregon District
closes freedoms.”

w

. 'Roadkill poachers'
drawing ire of highway ~ The two said they wanted to be supportive of troops on
crews
4. 19-year-old Ohio
Marine killed in Iraq

active duty, but just didn't know what to do at first.

"Then one of my friends sent me an e-mail and told me
5. Limping man with no

weapon robs UDF about a Web site at www.anysoldier.com," Cindy said. "I
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went online and | was fascinated. I read letters from those
in the military all night and into the morning. | found it was

addictive."
Cindy said on the Web site they found addresses for specific military personnel.

“Chris and I started writing to those who were on the site, and before long we were
getting tons of reaction; we stockpiled a lot of addresses. The troops sent us lists of

things they need, and we got busy, collected items, and mailed them away."
It began with nine packages sent Dec. 9, 2004, and has continued to grow.

Cindy runs a sales business out of their home, and Chris is a security computer
administrator for a Miami Valley company. The two spend every spare hour they have

writing letters to those in the military and preparing packages to be mailed.

To date they have sent more than 700 care packages to 285 units in eight countries.
"We go to the post office at least once a week, with 25 packages or so," Chris said. "We

are on a first-name basis with the postal workers."

They have kept records and figure they have sent more than 16,000 pounds of items

such as deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo, snacks and even toilet paper.

"Whatever is specifically requested by an individual or a commanding officer, we try
to find and send," Cindy said.
How is it paid for?

"Well, we paid for postage ourselves at the beginning, but soon we got help," Cindy
said. "The local Brookville VFW Post 3288 called one day and asked how they could
help in the project. We told them we could use help with the postage, and they sent us
$500 that day. Since then they have been very generous in paying for all the postage."

Schools, church groups and neighbors also have given the St. Johns support.

One of the paybacks, according to the St. Johns, has been the letters from the military

men and women who they help.

"I have a notebook filled with cards and letters they have sent,” Cindy said. "They need
to be told that patriotism is alive and well, especially in the heartland of America

where we live. "

So far Cindy and Chris have met 12 soldiers who stopped by to see them when they
were home on leave.

"Others have promised to do the same," Cindy said. "Our operation makes us feel good

to think that we are touching lives of military people and letting them know we care."

> Send a greeting or photo to our troops overseas
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