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AAA's to Ziplocs:

What soldiers want for the holidays

By Robert K. Elder
Tribune staff reporter
Published November 25, 2005

Capt. Bill Roberts has a suggestion for those assembling military care packages for the holidays:
Send chocolate.

"During the winter months, chocolate is a big hit. We've been getting stockpiles . . . ," says
Roberts, a Detroit native and National Guard public affairs officer stationed in Baghdad.

With temperatures in Irag now cooling into the 70s, chocolate has a better chance of surviving the
trip, as do candles and lip balm, other "stocking stuffer" favorites.

What else do men and women stationed overseas want in care packages? Batteries, DVDs,
computer games and travel-size skin care products, to name a few (see below for a more
complete list).

But mostly, servicemen and women want "touches from home," says Geoff Gephart, United
Service Organizations (USO) of lllinois' development director.

"Holiday cards from back home are very important,” Gephart says. "If we could find a way to get
Lou Malnati's ovens over there, to get them pizza and hot dogs from home, we would."

Creating a homelike atmosphere helps lift holiday spirits, Roberts says.

"My family is actually sending an inflatable snowman that we're going to set up on top of our
building in the International Zone (formerly the Green Zone)," he says. "Those kinds of things are
always nice reminders that people back home are thinking of us."

Unlike years past, the military will not accept boxes sent to "Any Soldier" -- well-wishers must send
care packages to a specific solider, or buy packages through one of the programs cleared by the
Department of Defense. Visit the follow sites for more information.

www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil

www.Anysoldier.com

www.USO.org

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-0511240280nov25,1,5834707.story ?col | =chi-news-hed& ctrack=1& cset=true (1 of 3)11/25/2005 5:55:22 AM

Chicago Tribune

What's in it for you?

SPONSORED BY:

fiZ HARRIS.

Whats in il for you?


http://www.chicagotribune.com/?track=ctnewstab
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports
http://www.chicagotribune.com/travel
http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment
http://www.chicagotribune.com/classified/realestate/?track=cthomestab
http://www.chicagotribune.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/go/cars
http://www.chicagotribune.com/shopping/?track=ShoppingTab
http://www.chicagotribune.com/classified/placead/chi-classified-placead,0,4619038.htmlstory?track=ctplaceadstab
http://www.chicagotribune.com/go/subscribe
http://adserver.trb.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=501309&AdID=132245&Custom=&TargetID=4737&Segments=167,255,534,810,942,1116,1343,1977,2070,2169,2797,2803,2810,4709,4791,7529,52641,52651,53444,54131,54152,54213,54517,54534,54591,54631,54650,54698,54729,54794,54971&Targets=4737,53205,53380,54644,55501,1198,56132,7685,2810,56167,56976&Values=31,43,51,60,72,84,85,90,100,110,137,287,289,303,309,328,339,389,390,591,833,903,998,1016,1051,1065,1066,1089,1093,1105,1122,1136,1212,1309,1436,1604,1653,1654,1664,1681,1724,1737,1745,1748,1754,1786,1787,1788,1816,1840,1863,1870,1871,1872,1887,1888,1890,1917,1919,1940,1956,1957,1978,1985,1986,2017,2035,2044,2091,2106,2161,2281,2284,2297,2353,2380,2384,2548,2625,2765,2782,2804,2805,2806,2823,2838,2856,2861,2863,2901,2915,2932,2938,2948,2971,2975,3047,3051,3055,3058,3061,3062,3065,3088,3113,3117,3133&RawValues=USERAGENTID%2CMozilla/4.0%2520(compatible%253B%2520MSIE%25206.0%253B%2520Windows%2520NT%25205.1%253B%2520SV1%253B%2520.NET%2520CLR%25201.1.4322)&Redirect=http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/showcase/chi-daywatchnewsletter,0,3125545.htmlstory
http://www.chicagotribune.com/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/weather
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/weather
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/weather/
http://adserver.trb.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=517234&AdID=180163&Custom=&TargetID=56274&Segments=255,534,810,942,1116,1343,1977,2070,2169,2797,2803,2810,4709,4791,7529,52641,52651,53444,54050,54127,54152,54213,54517,54534,54591,54631,54650,54698,54729,54794,54971&Targets=53205,53380,54644,55501,1198,56132,7685,2810,56167,56274&Values=31,43,51,60,72,84,85,90,100,110,137,150,287,289,303,309,328,389,390,591,833,903,988,998,1016,1051,1065,1066,1089,1093,1105,1122,1136,1212,1309,1436,1604,1653,1654,1664,1681,1724,1737,1745,1748,1754,1786,1787,1788,1816,1840,1863,1870,1871,1872,1887,1888,1890,1917,1919,1940,1956,1957,1978,1985,1986,2017,2035,2044,2091,2106,2161,2281,2284,2297,2353,2380,2384,2548,2625,2765,2782,2804,2805,2806,2823,2838,2856,2861,2863,2901,2915,2932,2938,2948,2971,2975,3047,3051,3055,3058,3061,3062,3065,3088,3113,3117,3133&RawValues=USERAGENTID%2CMozilla/4.0%2520(compatible%253B%2520MSIE%25206.0%253B%2520Windows%2520NT%25205.1%253B%2520SV1%253B%2520.NET%2520CLR%25201.1.4322)&Redirect=http:%2F%2F
http://adserver.trb.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=518790&AdID=189667&Custom=ctcomcarscomhouse&TargetID=53612&Segments=255,1116,1127,1343,1977,2070,2738,2797,2803,2810,4709,4791,6481,6540,6648,6694,6887,7435,7734,52641,52651,52820,53094,53365,53393,53444,53645,53769,54152,54213,54517,54534,54591,54631,54650,54698,54712,54715,54729,54794,54795,54835,54971&Targets=53205,53380,54644,55501,10669,56132,11646,53612,7685,53613,56167,9897,57186,11370,53235,54849,51032,55243,55629,55800,56817,56889,57079,57188,57260&Values=31,43,51,60,72,84,85,90,100,110,150,287,289,303,309,328,331,390,591,833,903,998,1016,1051,1065,1066,1089,1093,1105,1122,1136,1212,1309,1436,1604,1653,1654,1664,1681,1724,1737,1745,1748,1754,1786,1787,1788,1816,1840,1863,1870,1871,1872,1887,1888,1890,1917,1919,1940,1956,1957,1978,1984,1985,1986,2017,2035,2044,2066,2091,2106,2161,2281,2284,2297,2353,2380,2384,2548,2625,2765,2782,2804,2805,2806,2823,2838,2856,2861,2863,2901,2915,2932,2938,2948,2971,2975,3047,3051,3055,3058,3061,3062,3065,3088,3113,3117,3133&RawValues=USERAGENTID%2CMozilla/4.0%2520(compatible%253B%2520MSIE%25206.0%253B%2520Windows%2520NT%25205.1%253B%2520SV1%253B%2520.NET%2520CLR%25201.1.4322)&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fwww.chicagotribune.com%2Fcars
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-0511240280nov25,1,444889,email.story?coll=chi-news-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-0511240280nov25,1,112645,print.story?coll=chi-news-hed
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/chicagotribune/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-ap-chocolate-pollution,1,5638858.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-ap-chocolate-pollution,1,5638858.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-ap-chocolate-pollution,1,5638858.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-ap-chocolate-pollution,1,5638858.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-051123turkeyattacks,1,2223847.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-051123turkeyattacks,1,2223847.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-051123turkeyattacks,1,2223847.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0511240148nov24,1,212668.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0511240148nov24,1,212668.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-0511250234nov25,1,5769171.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-0511250234nov25,1,5769171.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0511240170nov24,1,6443184.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0511240170nov24,1,6443184.story?coll=chi-business-hed
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/most-emailed.front
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/most-emailed-week.front
http://www.chicagotribune.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_ct&siteid=ctrcttopjb&webid=CB138577
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_ct&siteid=ctrcttopjb&webid=CB138577
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_ct&siteid=ctrcttopjb&webid=CB138577
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_ct&siteid=ctrcttopjb&webid=CB138577
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_ct&siteid=ctrcttopjb&webid=CB138934
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_ct&siteid=ctrcttopjb&webid=CB138934
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_ct&siteid=ctrcttopjb&webid=CB139088
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_ct&siteid=ctrcttopjb&webid=CB139206
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_ct&siteid=ctrcttopjb&webid=CB139206
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_ct&siteid=ctrcttopjb&webid=CB139309
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_ct&siteid=ctrcttopjb&webid=CB139309
http://www.chicagotribune.com/classified/jobs/?track=ctjobstab
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Resumes/FastResume.asp?lr=cbcb_ct
http://www.chicagotribune.com/classified/jobs/placead/chi-cbecommerce-frontdoor.htmlstory
http://www.chicagotribune.com/services/site/registration/show-createprofile.register
http://www.chicagotribune.com/services/site/registration/show-login.register
http://www.chicagotribune.com/services/site/registration/chi-sabenefits,0,3871810.htmlstory
http://www.chicagotribune.com/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business
http://adserver.trb.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=518721&AdID=189303&Custom=house&TargetID=1856&Segments=150,152,165,255,673,692,755,836,1116,1343,1600,1977,2070,2167,2410,2785,2797,2803,2810,3391,3410,3753,3907,3908,4709,6764,6787,51430,52005,52641,52651,52978,53316,53444,53645,53824,54152,54213,54517,54534,54591,54631,54650,54698,54729,54794,54971&Targets=5313,1188,53696,56843,993,53205,53380,54644,55501,56132,3117,1856,11701,5236,7685,2812,3916,57281,56167,56174,5937,57261,55182,55076,5855,52141,54639,56818,55629,56785,57187&Values=31,43,51,60,72,84,85,90,100,110,131,150,287,289,303,309,328,333,388,390,591,833,903,998,1016,1051,1065,1066,1089,1093,1105,1122,1136,1212,1309,1436,1604,1653,1654,1664,1681,1724,1737,1745,1748,1754,1786,1787,1788,1816,1840,1863,1870,1871,1872,1887,1888,1890,1917,1919,1940,1956,1957,1978,1985,1986,2017,2035,2044,2091,2106,2161,2281,2284,2297,2353,2380,2384,2548,2625,2765,2782,2804,2805,2806,2823,2838,2856,2861,2863,2901,2915,2932,2938,2948,2971,2975,3047,3051,3055,3058,3061,3062,3065,3088,3113,3117,3133&RawValues=USERAGENTID%2CMozilla/4.0%2520(compatible%253B%2520MSIE%25206.0%253B%2520Windows%2520NT%25205.1%253B%2520SV1%253B%2520.NET%2520CLR%25201.1.4322)&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fwww.chicagotribune.com%2Fbusiness%2Fyourmoney%2Fsns-yourmoney-pkg,1,4965188.special%3Fcoll%3Dchi-business-utl
http://adserver.trb.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=518454&AdID=187506&Custom=housechicagotribune&TargetID=9858&Segments=150,152,165,255,673,692,755,837,1116,1343,1600,1977,2070,2167,2410,2797,2803,2810,3391,3753,3907,3908,4709,4791,4961,6764,6787,52006,52207,52641,52651,53444,53645,53825,54152,54213,54517,54534,54591,54631,54650,54698,54729,54794,54971&Targets=5313,1188,53696,56843,993,53205,53380,54644,55501,56132,3117,7063,11701,5236,7685,2812,3916,57281,56167,56174,5937,9858,57261,55076,5855,51582,56818,55629,56785,57187&Values=31,43,51,60,72,84,85,90,100,110,131,150,287,289,303,309,328,334,388,390,591,833,903,998,1016,1051,1065,1066,1089,1093,1105,1122,1136,1212,1309,1436,1604,1653,1654,1664,1681,1724,1737,1745,1748,1754,1786,1787,1788,1816,1840,1863,1870,1871,1872,1887,1888,1890,1917,1919,1940,1956,1957,1978,1985,1986,2017,2035,2044,2091,2106,2161,2281,2284,2297,2353,2380,2384,2548,2625,2765,2782,2804,2805,2806,2823,2838,2856,2861,2863,2901,2915,2932,2938,2948,2971,2975,3047,3051,3055,3058,3061,3062,3065,3088,3113,3117,3133&RawValues=USERAGENTID%2CMozilla/4.0%2520(compatible%253B%2520MSIE%25206.0%253B%2520Windows%2520NT%25205.1%253B%2520SV1%253B%2520.NET%2520CLR%25201.1.4322)&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fchicagotribune.p2ionline.com%2Fgeneralads%2Frop%2Findex.aspx%3Farea%3Drop%26type%3Dadv%26adgroupid%3D35514%26AdID%3D1345241%26WebStoryID%3D9162253%26menu%3D1.2
javascript:setSearchTarget('article')
javascript:setSearchTarget('google')

Chicago Tribune | AAA's to Ziplocs:

' I Here is a list of items requested by soldiers, from lists given to the USO of lllinois:

Anti-itch cream, international calling cards, small Band-Aids, AA and AAA batteries, beef jerky,
non-aerosol bug spray, disposable cameras, eye drops, fabric softener, small bottles of Febreze,
foot powder, hand lotion (16 ounces or less), small plastic jars of jellies and/or peanut butter,
laundry detergent tablets, mints, moleskin and blister pads, mouthwash strips, pain relievers,
pudding cups, puzzle books (Suduko and crossword puzzles), raisins, shaving cream, antacids,
vitamin C, Ziploc "Easy Zipper" bags.

relder@tribune.com

Copyright © 2005, Chicago Tribune
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