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Tallahassee woman spends spare time sending care 
packages to U.S. troops

By Stephanie Haughton • Democrat writer • June 13, 2008 
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For Marsha Morrison “Support the troops” isn’t just another catchy phrase for a bumper sticker. It’s her passion.

 About 18 months ago Morrison found herself on Google typing in “How to send packages to the troops.” She 

found www.anysoldier.com, a Web site for people who want to help soldiers but don’t know how.

Related news from the Web
●     Life 

●     Home Listing 

●     Beef 

●     Real Estate 

●     Food 

●     Home 

●     Meat

Powered by Topix.net

More Breaking News headlines
●     FAMU Way extension draws mixed reactions   

●     Results of Wakulla County elections could change county's approach to growth 
  

Tallahassee woman spends spare time sending care packages to U.S. troops | tallahassee.com | Tallahassee Democrat

http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080613/BREAKINGNEWS/80613007 (1 of 4) [6/13/2008 10:09:07 AM]

http://gannett.gcion.com/?adlink/5111/225567/0/225/AdId=48927;BnId=1;itime=366066596;
http://gannett.gcion.com/?adlink/5111/225466/0/0/AdId=-3;BnId=0;itime=366067740;
http://m.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=WAP&template=wapfront
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=RSSFRONT
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=nletter999
https://ssl1.gmti.com/tallahassee/forms/icon/step0.htm
https://ssl1.gmti.com/tallahassee/forms/icon/step0.htm
http://www.tallahassee.com/jobs
http://www.tallahassee.com/cars
http://www.tallahassee.com/home
http://www.tallahassee.com/apts
http://www.tallahassee.com/shopping
http://www.tallahassee.com/classifieds/index.html
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://gannett.gcion.com/?adlink/5111/225318/0/13/AdId=56300;BnId=1;itime=366067806;
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=NEWS01
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS
http://floridacapitalnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=FSU
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=FAMU
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=getpublished03
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=OPINION
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT
http://tallahassee.weather.gannettonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=WEATHER01&ZipCode=32301
http://www.legacy.com/tallahassee/DeathNotices.asp
http://search.tallahassee.com/sp?aff=1102
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=CUSTOMERSERVICE01
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=NEWS01
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=BREAKINGNEWS
http://tallahassee.com/updateflorida
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=photogalleries
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=videonetwork
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=NEWS03
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=BUSINESS
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=tallywatch
http://tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIVING01
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=4info
javascript:GDN.Widget.Load('popup', 'Login', 'gdn_Widgets%5B%22Login%22%5D', 350, 175, 'Z2RuX0FjdGlvbnNbIlJlZnJlc2giXSA9IDI7Z2RuX0FjdGlvbnNbIkxvZ2luIl0gPSAxO3dpbmRvdy5zZXRUaW1lb3V0KCJHRE4uU2V0Rm9jdXMoJ1VBV2lkZ2V0LUxvZ2luJykiLCA1MDApOw==');
javascript:GDN.Widget.Load('popup', 'Registration', 'gdn_Widgets%5B%22Reg%22%5D', ((gdn_enable_reg_help) ? 540 : 350), 500, 'Z2RuX0FjdGlvbnNbIlJlZyJdID0gMTt3aW5kb3cuc2V0VGltZW91dCgiR0ROLlNldEZvY3VzKCdVQVdpZGdldC1SZWdpc3RyYXRpb24nKSIsIDUwMCk7');
javascript:gsl.redirectToCommentPage();
javascript:void('Recommend')
javascript:NewWindow(600,800,'/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080613/BREAKINGNEWS/80613007&template=printart');
javascript:NewWindow(300,400,'/apps/pbcs.dll/section?template=Xsendmailpopup&GPUBDATE=200806130753&GCATID=BREAKINGNEWS&GARTNO=80613007&GTITLE=Tallahassee woman spends spare time sending care packages to U.S. troops');
http://del.icio.us/post?v=2
http://www.facebook.com/share.php
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2
http://reddit.com/submit
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed
javascript:NewWindow(200,200,'/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=socialbookmarkshelp');
http://www.anysoldier.com/
http://www.topix.net/life/?p=&s=PB&co=1
http://www.topix.net/home/listing/?p=&s=PB&co=1
http://www.topix.net/food/beef/?p=&s=PB&co=1
http://www.topix.net/business/real-estate/?p=&s=PB&co=1
http://www.topix.net/food/?p=&s=PB&co=1
http://www.topix.net/home/?p=&s=PB&co=1
http://www.topix.net/food/meat/?p=&s=PB&co=1
http://www.topix.net/
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080615/BREAKINGNEWS/80611022
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080615/BREAKINGNEWS/80612033


Tallahassee woman spends spare time sending care packages to U.S. troops | tallahassee.com | Tallahassee Democrat
Now the 52-year-old real-estate agent knows how and is sending out about 20 packages a month. 

 
The wife, mother of three and grandmother of two spends all her spare time preparing and mailing packages to U.S. soldiers 

overseas. 

 
“When you say the word ‘troops,’ these are somebody’s children we’re talking about,” she said. “They’re a part of somebody’s 

family. It’s not just a faceless thing.” 

 
She began sending care packages in 2006 about two years after her father, Joseph T. English, died. Since then she has sent more 

than 360. 

 
“My daddy was an unabashed patriot,” she said of the late Army Air Corps captain. “He’s no longer here. I do it to honor him.” 

 
Included in the jumbo shoebox-size packages are personalized letters and essentials such as toothpaste, deodorant and Tampons. 

She even includes movies, books, magazines, board games, cigars, calling cards and snacks.  

 
“I think I can reconstruct several cows with the amount of beef jerky I send over there,” she said jokingly. 

 
In the past year and a half, Morrison said, she has spent more than $3,000 in delivery fees. And more than $1,300 in military calling 

cards. She has even hosted “packaging parties” at her church as well as local schools. 

 
Her husband, Jim, said his wife has always had a big heart. Her packages have become such an industry that their house is 

swamped with items waiting to be mailed. 

 
“Our living room has been a mess for quite a while now,” he said with a laugh. “At one point one group donated a truckload of stuff, 

and it hasn’t been the same ever since.” 

 
His wife has received letters of appreciation. 

 
“Just last week I received a plaque from one of the guys at the units. It’s amazing that they would have taken the time out to do 
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that,” she said, tearing up. “I kind of adopted some of these soldiers as my own sons and daughters. Once you start reading some 

of their e-mails on the Web site, you just can’t resist.” 

 
U.S. Army Capt. Mark B. Howell, 32, who was deployed in Kandahar, Afghanistan, said he appreciates her generosity. 

 
“Marsha will always have a place in my heart for all the support and morale she had brought to both my unit and I,” Howell said. “It 

is a good cause, and it lets us all know that America supports us and the sacrifices that we have to make.” 

 
Morrison is scheduled to speak at the Camp Gordon Johnston WWII Museum in Carrabelle, on June 5. 

 
“It doesn’t matter if you think they should be out there or not,” she said of the soldiers at war. “We need to support them — and not 

with stickers on your car.” 

 
For information on how to donate, contact Marsha Morrison at 850-893-8810 or marsha@marshamorrison.com.
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